
OLVER ANNOUNCES $3.9 MILLION FOR ELDERLY HOUSING IN LEE
October 16, 2002

  

     WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced      today that the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development      (HUD) has awarded $3.9 million to Elder Services of Berkshire County      Inc. to create housing for low-income elderly residents in Lee.

     “This project will assure a consistent and long-term solution      to the area’s shortage of affordable housing and services for      very low-income elders,” Olver said. 

     The grant was awarded through a HUD assistance program that provides      capital advance funding and rental assistance to private non-profit      sponsors for the development and operation of supportive housing      for the elderly.
     The funding will allow Elder Services of Berkshire County to convert      the former Lee Central School at 122 High St. into 37 apartments      for low-income elders, plus one apartment for a building manager.      As part of the project, Elder Services has developed a comprehensive      plan to deliver services to elderly residents by working with service      providers in the region. The site will also include green space      and a community center, which will be created with local funding      and will provide residents with activities and integration into      the larger community.

     “This funding will help fill the need for affordable elderly      housing in this region, but Elder Services provides more than just      housing,” Olver said. “They have created a coalition of      services to meet a wide range of the residents’ needs, from      healthcare and financial guidance to social activities. This is      truly an innovative design for a segment of our population whose      needs are often addressed only in a piecemeal fashion.”

     For more information, contact Catherine May, executive director      of Elder Services of Berkshire County Inc., at 413-499-0524.
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